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SELECT COMMITTEE ON THE ADEQUACY OF FOSTER CARE ASSESSMENT PROCEDURES 
BY THE DEPARTMENT FOR COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT, ESTABLISHMENT 

Motion 

Resumed from an earlier stage of the sitting on the motion by Hon Robyn McSweeney. 

HON BARBARA SCOTT (South Metropolitan) [4.09 pm]:  I support Hon Robyn McSweeney’s motion 
because this debate about scrutinising foster carers in Western Australia is one of the most serious debates we 
have had.  It has arisen because of scrutiny by the opposition of this government and the minister, together with 
revelations about the high number of children who have been placed by the state into the care of people other 
than their parents - that is, in foster care - and who have been abused.  This motion will allow the Parliament to 
scrutinise this important issue, which reminds me of the political circumstances that surrounded the debate on 
slavery.  People in this chamber may not remember that debate. 

Hon Kim Chance:  Slavery? 

Hon BARBARA SCOTT:  Yes.  I do not expect any of us were even - 

Hon Kim Chance:  That is going back a bit. 

Hon BARBARA SCOTT:  Yes, but it is such an important issue.  At that time, slavery was an accepted form of 
cheap labour and it took some very strong people to stand up in the Parliament and say that it was not right.  
Without blaming anybody or any government, if this Parliament cannot agree to put the most vulnerable children 
in this state, those who are placed in the care of someone other than their parents, under the scrutiny of the 
Parliament, we should hang our heads in shame.  The Parliament is the proper place to scrutinise something that 
has been evident for some time.  It is not good enough for this government to keep sweeping this matter under 
the table and producing report after report by so-called independent investigators.  The Parliament is the best 
independent structure in this state to investigate this serious issue. 

On 28 January 2004, just after I took responsibility for this area on the opposition side, an article appeared in The 
West Australian that said that the Australian Institute of Health and Welfare had uncovered the fact that 100 
children in Western Australia were abused in the past four years.  I took that seriously.  In spite of the cheap 
shots by the Minister for Education and Training, I had only just taken over that responsibility.  The article was 
headed “Fostered 100 Abused”.  Hon Sheila McHale, to her credit, said an audit would be conducted.  When I 
returned to Parliament, the first question I put was dated 2 March 2004 and it stated - 

I ask the minister to inform the Parliament of the details of that proposed audit. 

(1) Has the audit been undertaken . . .? 

(2) If it has been undertaken, could the minister inform the Parliament of the number of instances 
that have been reported?  

(3) Will the minister conduct an inquiry into the allegations?  

(4) If an inquiry is to be conducted, what is the estimated cost of the inquiry?  

(5) How many staff will be engaged to conduct the inquiry?  

(6) Will the inquiry be conducted by the Department for Community Development or an 
independent person?  

It is a cheap shot to suggest that this motion moved by Hon Robyn McSweeney, who now has the responsibility 
of being opposition spokesperson for the Department for Community Development, is a Johnny-come-lately 
political move.  This investigation by the opposition has been continual since we have been in opposition and 
since more and more reporting of this issue has been done in the public arena.  Child abuse is like corruption. 

Debate interrupted, pursuant to sessional orders. 
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